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Meeting about the Growth and Development of the Pre-school

On Sunday 11th November 2012, we held a meeting with parents, where plans for the growth 
and development of Alamiyah Pre-school were outlined.  We discussed the unique nature of 
our educational provision and the need to extend this further into both Primary and Secondary  
education and to establish a teacher training college.  The future of Alamiyah School was  
presented as an evolving model, taking children from the age of 3 to 18 years and beyond.  Our 
aim is for this model of education to be replicated globally to benefit children in a variety of  
settings such as madrassa’s, playgroups, nurseries and schools.  

The discussion turned to the immediate task of fundraising in order to acquire premises large 
enough to accommodate the Pre-school and Primary School.  This will require fundraising of 
at least £300,000 within the next three months and an overall target of £1 million to meet our  
deadline to acquire premises and be ready for September 2013.

The funds will be used to source and acquire suitable premises for the nursery as well as for the 
primary. We are at full capacity at present and there is an ever increasing demand for our unique 
pre-school provision in the local area. The funds will also go towards making improvements to 
the pre-school and adding to the breadth of the curriculum offered to your children. The restric-
tions of the current premises do not enable us to provide a range of additional activities for your  
children such as breakfast clubs, after school clubs, workshops during the holidays and much 
more.

Assalaamu Alaikum, 

Welcome to the first edition of the Alamiyah Pre-school Parent Newsletter for this 
academic year 2012-13.  Alhamdulillah, we feel fortunate to have had a very  

successful first year and  first term of this academic year.  Our numbers have increased through 
nursery admissions this September and there are more children enrolled than ever before, with 
a waiting list extending till September 2014.  This year we were fortunate to be granted ‘Host  
Setting Status’ as a Model Pre-school within the borough and for this reason, local nursery  
managers and educational professionals will be encouraged to visit the Pre-school to learn from 
our good practice.

There is plenty to report since the last newsletter; celebrating births, welcoming new staff to 
the Pre-school and also our plans to expand the School.  There is as always our regular feature 

on what your children have been doing this term, so do read on to find out more.  If you would 
like to contribute to the newsletter please email admin@alamiyahschool.org.

All goodness and success lies with Him, it is His pleasure that we seek in all that we do through 
following the example of His Messenger, Our Master Muhammad, the Best of teachers and 

Guide for Humanity (Peace and blessings be upon him).

Dates for your Diary:

Coffee Mornings and 
Afternoons

Coffee Mornings and After-
noons for the Nursery:

During this academic year, 
there will be the option 
of eight coffee mornings 
and afternoons for Nursery  
Parents choose from.  
Please find dates below 
for this half term and RSVP  
admin@alamiyahschool.org 
to request a date and await  
confirmation before attend-
ing.

Coffee Morning  

Friday 18th January 2013 
9:15am-10:15am

Coffee Afternoon

Friday 8th February 2013 
12:45pm-1:45pm

Tuesday 29th January 2013, 
6:30pm-8pm 

By invitation (Pre-school  
Parents must attend)

Tuesday 15th January 2012, 
6:30pm-8pm

For new and interested  
parents registering for  
September 2013

Saturday 26th January 2013, 
4.30-6pm

Tuesday 26th February 
2013, 6.30-8pm

RSVP admin@alamiyahschool.
org

Developments over the summer

Over the summer many aspects of the Pre-school were further developed for example the  
Learning Journals were changed to make them more accessible and user friendly. A revised  
settling in policy for new children was devised and implemented which successfully included 
the printing and distribution of our own storybook titled “What We Do at Alamiyah Pre-school”.  
We have also been busy implementing the new EYFS 2012, ensuring that all our paperwork is  
adapted to meet new requirements.  The Primary classroom curriculum and resources have been 
further extended and developed to include additional Grammar and Science materials.  The Arabic  
curriculum is in the process of being developed and is now being implemented with very  
encouraging results.  Alhamdulillah, play equipment has been increased through the “Tesco 
vouchers for schools” scheme so our thanks to all those who donated their vouchers.  Our garden 
now includes a dedicated environmental area including gardening troughs for the children, bird 
feeders to encourage wildlife and sustainable eco features such as a water butt, wormery and 
composter.

Workshop: Introduction 
to Montessori in the 

Early Years Part 2

Open Evening

PTA Meetings



At Alamiyah, we take the responsibility to educate your children seriously.  For this reason we see 
a great need to extend the parameters of the Pre-school by launching the Alamiyah Montessori 
Primary School in 2013. This is a challenging task, which we cannot hope to realise alone.  It is 
only by working together as a community of friends, family and supporters that this vision will be 
achieved. 

Fundraising ideas that were discussed during the meeting included:

• Sponsorship and increasing donations to the school

• Sponsored walks and cycles by the children

• Winter Fete

• Clothes collections

This endeavour is an opportunity to build a unique and transformative education that is, for most 
parents and teachers, only a dream.  May Allah purify our intentions and make this dream a reality 
for our children and the generations to come. Ameen.

If you would like to get involved or have ideas of how we can fundraise please feel free to speak 
to the Principal or email the school at admin@alamiyahschool.org

Fundraising projects

Our target for the next 3 months is to raise £300,000 in order to secure a premises for the school. 
We can only achieve this with your support, time and generosity. Some of the fundraising projects 
that have already been initiated are detailed below but we still need everyone to do more to help 
us reach our target and provide a real opportunity to safeguard your children’s education 

1. Winter Fete (Date. Time & Venue to be confirmed) 

The PTA have already joined together to start planning what we hope will be a spectacular  
fundraising event. The Winter Fete will be an event for the whole community to attend and  
support the school. The fete will include a whole host of children’s activities, food, stalls, 
health and beauty treatments, bric a brac, auctions and much more. Please look out for 
more details soon. If you wish to get involved in this event or hire a stall then please contact  
Humma Elahi; humma101@hotmail.com

2. School Calendar

Please look out for details on how you can purchase our exclusive and bespoke school calendar 
to help us raise money for the school. Get your orders in quickly and make sure you purchase 
enough copies for all the family including Aunts, Uncles and Grandparents! 

3. Tea for the soul

One of our mums Fatima Katib, has been busy braving the weather for the last few weeks to keep 
parents warm and healthy by selling Chinese herbal teas on Wednesdays, with all proceeds going 
towards our fundraising cause. So far she has raised over £150! So please do keep buying the teas 
and supporting our fundraising. 

If you have ideas of items that you would like to sell to help raise money for the school then please 
do let us know asap!

4. Bag2School

A Big Thank You to all the parents, pupils and staff who donated their clothes and textiles in  
order to raise money for the school. We received a certificate in recognition of your efforts and to  
declare that we have collected 302kg of textiles and therefore raised £151.00 for the school! 

The next clothes collection to raise money for our school is Friday 15th February 2013 (The last 
day of term). Please start collecting clothes and other textiles from now, as every item means more 
funds for our school. Bag2School are the UK’s leading textile recycler and fundraiser working with 
schools. As well as raising vitally needed funds for our school, it also helps the environment by 
helping to divert unwanted textiles away from landfill.  Items that can be donated include the 
following: adults’ and children’s clothes, shoes (tied together please), hats belts, bags, soft toys, 
curtains and bedding (not duvets or pillows). 

February Half Term, details 
will follow.

Come and join the exciting 
team of parents and teachers 
who are working hard to raise 
money for our school. If you 
would like to join the Parent 
Teacher Association or would 
like to find out more about the 
work that the PTA will be do-
ing this year, please contact a 
member of staff at the school 
or email Safina@alamiyah-
school.org

 

Bee Mercy - Every Tuesday at 
3.30-4pm

Herbal Tea - Every Wednesday 
at 3.30-4pm

Bag to School Collection, 
Friday 15th February 2013 at 
9am

Parent Teacher 
Association

Winter Fete

After school Stalls

Bag2School



5. Bee Mercy Honey and Health Foods Stall

Elif Caliskan, a mum and volunteer at the pre-school will be selling Bee Mercy Raw Honey,  
Himalayan Pink Salt and Raw Apple Cider Vinegar at the school every Tuesday between 3.30pm-
4.00pm. All proceeds will go towards Alamiyah. 

6. Support a local business – Support 
the Pre-school - Array of Fruits 

Please support this local business and 
support the school at the same time. 
One of our lovely mums is kindly donat-
ing 10% of the profits from the sale of 
her exciting and scrumptious gift busi-
ness. Visit the facebook page on en-gb.
facebook.com/Arrayoffruitsonline and 
find unique gifts for your loved ones 
and help raise money for our school. 

 

-1kg jars are £15

-500g jars are £10

-half kilo packet of salt is £3.50

-Apple Cider Vinegar Bottle is £2.70

There is a unique range of honey flavours for sale, each with 
their distinctive properties. For more information on this 
honey or to order online, please visit www.beemercy.com

Visit the fan page on www.facebook.com/bee.mercy 

Mount Snowdon - A Parent’s View

Many thanks to Umm Hammaad & Hidaayah for writing this piece about her experience to 
Mount Snowdonia. If you would like to contribute a piece to the newsletter please email  
saphina@alamiyahschool.org

Assalaamu Alaikum Dear Parents, 

On Saturday the 14th of July, 2012, I travelled to Wales, to climb up Mount Snowdon, in order to 
raise money for our children’s school Alamiyah.

The Trek had been planned and fully organised, involving teachers, parents and supporters of 
Alamiyah. The great thing about this climb was the fact that all the time-consuming work, such as 
research of the area, dates, booking of transport etc had all been organised for me. This meant that 
all I had to do was turn up!

As I had never experienced the great outdoors in this fashion, and the fact that friends and family 
had said that, if I completed the climb, they would give more than what they had initially pledged 
in terms of sponsorship...my mind was made up. I would do the climb by myself.

I set up a just giving page to start collecting the donations. It was a great way for me and 
my friends and family to keep track of how I was progressing. I received lots of words of  
encouragement through my just giving page which I found very morale boosting.

Those that know me, know that the only real exercise I engaged in was walking to my car!! This 
made it very difficult for many to comprehend, how I would climb up Mount Snowdon? That made 
me even more determined to achieve this as a personal goal.

The morning we set off was damp but despite this, there was a real sense of excitement amidst 
the travellers. Before long, we were on our way to Wales with an itinery of the weekend. The  
atmosphere on the coach was truly amazing, with everyone looking out for one another, like a real 
family. Once in Wales, we enjoyed a barbecue and a peaceful rest at the Travel Lodge for the night. 
I couldn’t wait for Sunday morning to come! In fact, I felt like Hammaad & Hidaayah, the day before 
their first day at Alamiyah!

Announcements

We are happy to announce 
the arrival of new additions 
to our community.  Halima 
Barr (teacher on maternity 
leave) had a baby boy Abdul 
Nur Ahad in June, and Nazan 
Said (teaching assistant on 
maternity leave) recently gave 
birth to a baby boy, Abdul 
Ahad Muhaimin.  Safina Kha-
tun (Management Committee, 
PTA liaison) had a baby boy a 
few weeks ago, Adam Mukhtar 
Tatam.  We offer them our con-
gratulations and pray Allah 
grant the children strength, 
virtue and obedience. Ameen

If your child will be school 
aged in September 2013 
then please start applying for 
schools as soon as possible. 
If you wish for your child to 
continue their education with 
Alamiyah then please contact 
the Manager or Principal for 
further details about our pri-
mary school provision

New arrivals to the Pre-
school

We would like to warmly wel-
come Zainab Shamis to the 
nursery team as a Teaching 
Assistant.  Zainab graduated 
with a BA honours in Graphic 
Design from Chelsea College 
of Arts.  She completed part 
one and two of Montessori 
Early Childhood Diploma at 
the Montessori Centre Inter-
national and is now under-
taking her teaching practice 
at Alamiyah.  Zainab has also 
provided one-to-one support 
and supervised groups of chil-
dren up to 11 years old using 
the Kumon Maths and English 
study method. She has experi-
ence as a childminder and is 
able to speak conversational 
French, Italian, Afrikaans and 
some Arabic.

Important Reminder



 Sunday finally arrived and Alhamdulillah, despite leaving rain in London, Allah SWT had blessed us with good 
whether for the climb. I decided to challenge myself and take the more challenging route up the mountain. The 
first hour of climbing was both exciting and refreshing. The second hour, I was continuously out of breath! Every 
so often the group stopped to rest and also to take in the scenery. It was breathe taking and the atmosphere 
there was one of serenity and bliss. I recollect, reaching one point, where it was not clear which way the path 
preceded. I looked at the path directly in front of me and thought that was way too steep and impossible to 
climb so I assumed that my group couldn’t have taken that. I then saw a smaller narrower path to my left and 
followed it for a few minutes, thinking this is the route that they must have taken. I soon realised that the path 
lead dangerously close to the outskirt of the mountain so I returned, only to climb the path which I thought was 
far too difficult and impossible to climb.

I now look back at that particular incident in the mountains, and was overwhelmed by life and our goal in this 
life and Allah swt. Here I was trying to reach the summit, trying desperately to continue and reach the top. In 
the same way, we all want to reach Allah swt in the best state. Such is life that we are presented with many paths 
that we can walk, the easier ones may lead to our downfall at one point and the more testing ones, the ones that 
feel impossible to climb, may lead to our ultimate success.

I eventually reached the summit at 11am. That was an amazing 
feeling, a feeling I’m yet to experience again. I can’t wait for the 
next peak challenge and I hope that more people can support 
this cause. I am a full time mum and appreciate how difficult it 
can be to juggle responsibilities sometimes. But you would be 
surprised, at how much we can all achieve, working TOGETHER.

 Umm Hammaad & Hidaayah (Safiyah Bi)

Circle Times – Autumn

The Alamiyah Pre-schoolers have had an exciting time this term learning about a broad range of topics from the 
natural world, Hajj and Mosques.  Details of circle times can also be found on the school notice board so please 
do keep a look out for them.

Kangaroos

A child recently showed an interest in Kangaroos so we have 
been learning about them. Kangaroos are the biggest of all 
Marsupials. They dwell mainly in Australia and live and travel 
in groups called Mobs. We have learnt about their strong back 
legs, big back feet and long tails, which help them balance. 

Kangaroos are quite special and wonderful creatures  
Mashallah, as they have a pouch on their tummy where their 
baby, Joeys’ live for nearly one year until they are ready to come 
out and see the world.

The children have learnt about the effect humans have on these 
animals. For example if we were to build houses or buildings 
where the kangaroos live, they may have to travel very far to 
find food and water.



Hajj and the Ka’ba

This term the children have learnt about 
the Muslim pilgrimage of Hajj, particularly 
focus- ing on the Holy Ka’ba. They learnt 
about the story of the Prophet Ibrahim who 
took his wife Hajar and baby son Isma’eel 
into the desert, where they were blessed 
with the water from the well of Zam Zam. 
They found out about how the Ka’ba was 
built and about the origins of the Black 
Stone. The children role played making  
Tawaaf around a model Ka’ba and recited 
the dua ‘Labbayk, Allahumma Labbayk’ 
which pilgrims recite during the Hajj. 
They also discussed the different ways of  
travelling to Hajj, and many children  
expressed their wish to go and see the 
Holy Ka’ba. May Allah accept their wishes. 
Ameen. 

Mosques

Mosques are places where those 
who follow Islam go to worship. 
There are mosques all over the 
world. We even have one next to 
our school! Prayers are offered 5 
times a day at the Mosque and all 
Muslims can go, as long as they 
make sure they are clean and 
dressed properly. 

The children have learnt about what happens in mosques and why they do not have any 
pictures or photographs inside them and why they often have very beautiful designs, and 
Allah’s words on the walls and ceilings. They have also investigated the features of the 
Mosque such as the Minaret where the Muezzin calls the Athaan and the Mihrab facing 
Mecca and the Minbar where the Imaam stands to speak to the worshippers.
We have all seen a mosque, and may well have gone inside one! They are beautiful  
places, which help us to have a space to remember Allah (SWT) and go to on Eid and other  
special days, such as weddings.

 Leaves

At the end of summer when the leaves on the 
trees are big and green, they start changing 
colour to shades of yellow, red, orange and 
brown as autumn sets in. The leaves begin to 
fall and provide a blanket on the ground for 
insects and grubs to settle under during the 
winter, and decompose into new soil for new 
trees in the spring. 

During circle time we have looked at real 
leaves and in particular their beautiful veins, 
which are channels for water and minerals to 
come from the tree and root into the leaves 
to make them big and beautiful. We have also 
looked at our own veins, and talked about 
how Allah (SWT) has also designed us with 
veins to help us grow big and beautiful. This 
circle time involved a creative activity in the 
form of a leaf rubbing exercise, in which the 
veins of leaves were carefully felt underneath 
a piece of paper and gently rubbed over with 
crayon to reveal their shapes.

Special Quotes

TThe children at Alami-
yah Pre-school are al-

ways surprising us with the 
wonderful things they say. 
Here are a few quotes :

Yusuf  “ I want to go to Africa 
to see the lions and lionesses”

Aisha  “I want my mummy to 
take me to see the Ka’aba – I 

want to walk around it”

Muhajiza  “Every night Allah 
stays with us when we sleep”

Aminah “Prophet Nuh built 
the Ark – the animals went in 

two by two, the  
hippopotamus and the  

kangaroo”

Sofiyyah “ When I went to 
Jordan, in the desert I saw 
a camel and I said ‘Assalam 

ualaykum! Keif ahalek’… but it 
didn’t say anything back!”

Hammaad“ When I go to the 
farm with my daddy, I see the 
cows and sheep and even ride 

on a tiger!”

Here at Alamiyah Pre-
school, the children learn 

to sing new songs in Arabic 
and English:

1.  It is Raining

2.  Balaghal ula bi Kamalihi

3.  One Little Flower, One  
Little Leaf

4.  Ya Imam Ar Rusli

5.  Tree Song

6.  An Tud-khilanil Jannah

If you would like the lyrics 
to the songs, please see the 

Manager.



 

Global perspective
The children are taking a detailed look at different  
continents of the world.  They will take part in a range 
of activites that stems from this topic. They will be 
learning about different countries and cultures within  
these continents. The first continent they will be learning abo 
ut is Europe, where they will discover some interesting 
facts about some of the magnificent landmarks of Europe.  
They will also be practicing how to say ‘hello’ and ‘thank 
you’ in some of the major European languages.

Arabic 

This year the primary children have kick started their  
learning of the Arabic language with the help of our  
assistant Maryam. They have been reciting the Qur’an 
with Tajweed and have been learning Arabic phrases in 
groups and independently. Children are now frequently  
conversing with each other using the words and  
phrases they have learnt. This has been reinforced with the  
conversations they have with Maryam who speaks to the 
children in Arabic. 
During Circle Times the children have been learning grace 
and courtesy with phrases such as Good morning, How are 
you? and Excuse me. They have been reciting the Surahtul 
Fatiha and Surahtul Ikhlas with Tajweed.

The Garden

There is great enthusiasm for gardening at present, as the 
children have been busy preparing the garden for spring. 
The children have been eagerly planting spring bulbs 
such as tulips, dwarf iris and daffodils to name but a few. 
They have been keen to learn the names of the bulbs,  
often making independent decisions about which ones 
they would like to plant. They have learnt to use a bulb 
planter to scoop soil to the right depth for different sized 
bulbs, planting it upright and patting the soil over the  
embedded bulb.
The nursery children have planted their bulbs along the 
length of the garden, marking them with lolly sticks. They 
have shown excitement upon seeing the leaves sprout out 
and they frequently check the beds for any further signs of 
growth.
The primary children have been busy planting in the troughs 
along the trellis. Hyacinth bulbs and tulips amongst other 
spring flowers have fascinated them. They have enjoyed 
distinguishing between the bulbs, learning their names 
and observing the texture, colour and size of the bulbs.
In the next few weeks we will be adding to our spring bulbs 
with more plants. We will also be tying the climbers such 
as honeysuckle, on the trellis and clearing fallen leaves and 
weeding the plant beds.

Primary School

Recycling and the environment

The children in the primary class have learnt about  
recycling and its importance this term.  They have learnt a 
bout the way our waste is disposed of, and the problems 
this can cause for the environment and society as a whole.  
They have discovered several ways in which they can  
contribute to solving these problems by changing the  
little things they do at home. So be prepared to start  
taking recycling at home seriously and don’t worry if you 
see your child creating interesting items from the things 
you may usually throw away at home

Call to prayer

This term the boys in the 
primary class have been  
learning how to call the athaan 
and have now started call-
ing the athaan at Zhur time 
with composure and cla 
rity.  When the athaan is be-
ing called, all the children 
 in the nursery and the pri-
mary classes stop doing their 
work and listen with great at-
tention. Consequently, many  
nursery children stand in the 
mosque area imitating the old-
er children by trying to call the 
athaan themselves.

Papier Mache Birds

We have been looking at recycling in art, where we 
have demonstrated that from the ordinary we can make  
something of value and interest.  In our latest project we 
used magazines to make straw reeds and then turned 
them in to pencil pots or picture frames.
We have also been looking at conservation and  
sustainability and hope the children will now view  
household rubbish with a different perspective.  Inshallah 
they will recognise that things that may have usually been 
thrown away can actually be turned into usable arts and 
crafts. 
The children are currently making 3D birds out of Papier 
mâché and are very excited about getting involved in 
learning this new process.  This art form can be strong 
and mouldable and is made out of discarded paper and  
newspaper. Therefore, showing the children another  
useful way to recycle old newspaper.  The topic of birds is 
one of strong interest in the primary group and they have 
been keen to choose a species of bird to replicate with their 
models.  The children are very enthused by this craft and 
are eager to continue making their birds over the coming 
weeks.  

Donations

Donations can be made online or by monthly standing order to:

Alamiyah Institue Pre-school, HSBC Account Number 92287145 , Sort Code 40-25-27
http://www.justgiving.com/alamiyah/donate , Jazakum Allahu khayran!
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